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Human Rights

Statement of the Swedish Institute for Human
Rights

Agenda item 10 - Preparing for 20 years of UNDRIP

Chair, Distinguished Members of the Expert Mechanism, Fellow Delegates,
Thank you for the floor.

I 'am speaking on behalf of the Swedish Institute for Human Rights and I am
honoured to address EMRIP for the first time. Our mandate is to promote and
safeguard human rights.

The Sami people are disproportionately affected by climate change. They depend
on fragile ecosystems for their cultures and livelihoods, while climate warming is
three to four times faster in the Arctic than the global average.

In Sweden, mitigation efforts include significant industrial developments in
Sapmi. Pressure on already fragmented traditional Sami lands is growing from
forestry, extractive industries, renewable energy. Additionally, major legislative
changes are underway impacting the Sami people, including the Reindeer
Herding Act.

Yet the Swedish legal framework for decision-making on land-use issues does
not adequately protect the human rights of the Sami in accordance with
international human rights law and standards, including UNDRIP. This applies
to both substantive and procedural protection.

This is also true for the relatively new Consultation Act, which is limited in
scope. For instance, there is no expressed objective to obtain consent as laid out
in UNDRIP and falls short of fully upholding the principle of FPIC.

In the UPR process of 2025 Sweden accepted a recommendation to “Ensure
that legislation is consistent with UNDRIP”. This is a welcome commitment,
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and one that must inform the legislative reform on land use planning and
reindeer herding ahead.

In September, the Truth Commission for the Sami People will hand over its final
reports, findings and suggestions to the government. Shedding light on the
legacy of human rights violations against the Sami people and their lasting effects
today, it offers a historic opportunity for the Swedish government and Sweden
as a nation to work towards accountability, reconciliation and healing. UNDRIP
should underpin the implementation of the suggestions/action plan as it
provides the necessary international human rights standards.

We thank EMRIP for its guidance on implementing the Declaration at a national
level. To mark its importance and anniversary we have translated the Declaration
into Swedish and are developing a toolkit to enhance knowledge on Indigenous
Peoples Rights. As an NHRI we stay committed to strengthen the protection
and respect of the Sami people’s human rights and stand ready to support the
continued implementation of UNDRIP.



